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Franciscan Thoughts . . . 
“For all his simplicity, Francis was anything but 
naïve about human nature.  From the very 
beginning of his conversion and probably 
before that, he emerges as a perceptive, 
realistic man who is not deceived by sham, and 
he insists again and again that he and his 
brothers are of the ordinary people and that 
they be outwardly what they are inside.  
Sincerity is all, and we are not to elevate 
ourselves beyond who we are by pious, 
eloquent words, or the show of learning, or fine 
clothes or precious objects.  The early friars 
were to be who we all are when we are 
stripped of the trappings of piety or wealth or 
power: namely poor, wandering human beings 
trying to articulate our sorrow or joy, trying to 
live together as brothers and sisters.” 

-- Murray Bodo, OFM, The Way of Saint 
Francis, p. 112. 

 

Fraternity Schedule 
MARCH 
1 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
      Mary talk & display 
8 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
9 – COUNCIL MEETING, 6:30, FRH, PL Zoom  
       Prayer –  Wendy 
15 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
       Volunteer talk & display  
26 – DAY OF REFLECTION, 2:00pm,  FRH, PL 
        Meeting in person with guests & Zoom 
        2:00pm Speakers – Dick Rice, Rose Marie           
.        Whitehead & Deacon Bob Wagner, OFS 
.             “The Suffering Servant” 
               Quiet Time & Discussion 
        4:45pm Vespers – Wendy 
        5:00pm Soup and Bread Potluck Supper 
22 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
 
APRIL 
2 – PALM SUNDAY 
7 – GOOD FRIDAY 
9 – EASTER 
16 - OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL Divine Mercy 
        Prayer – Bonnie Meeting in person & Zoom 

        
        Ongoing Formation (Chapt 38) – Steve 
        Treats – Ann & Paula 
29 - REGIONAL SPRING GATHERING, 8:00-3:30 
        Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls, MN,    
        Speakers Sr. Michelle L’Allier & Shawn Colberg      
.       Sponsored by the St. Cloud Fraternity 
 
MAY 
X – COUNCIL MEETING, 6:30pm, FRH, PL Zoom  
         Prayer –  Dave 
11 – FRANCISCAN AWARD DINNER, 6:00pm,  
           The Wilds Golf Club, Prior Lake 
           Awardee is  
14 – MOTHER’S DAY 
18 - ASCENSION  
21 – OSF MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
          Prayer – Meeting in person & Zoom 
         Ongoing Formation (Chapt 39) – 
         Treats – Wendy & Alan 
28 – PENTECOST 
29 – MEMORIAL DAY 
 

Franciscan of the Month              
Blessed Liberatus Weiss, Samuele 
Marzorati and Michele Pio Fasoli died 
together as martyrs while trying to heal 
differences between Ethiopian Christians and 
Christians of the Latin Rite.  In 1698, the 
church entrusted Ethiopia to the spiritual care 
of the Friars Minor.  The three friars entered 
Ethiopia but were soon forbidden to preach.  In 
1716, the three friars were stoned to death in 
Gondar, Ethiopia because they would not deny 
the two natures of Christ and accept certain 
customs of the Ethiopian church.  John Paul II 
beautified them in 1988. 
 

Optimism    
should come more easily to us in March, a month 
with many erratic, but usually positive, changes in 
the weather.  It’s always useful to pause and reflect 
on the many good things for which we should be 
grateful.  The passing of the worst of winter is one 
such thing, but our Franciscan vocation should be at 
or near the top of our gratitude list.  Thank God for 
the Franciscan path you have chosen! 
                                   Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 



 

 
                                                                                                                             

.                                                                                                February fraternity meeting 
 Seventeen people joined our hybrid meeting.  Peter and Amy Ames opened with Franciscan Gospel 
Sharing Prayer in the tradition of St. Clare. During reflection time, the group meditated on the Gospel 
and the question “What is God asking of me?” We discussed forgiveness and seeing Jesus in other 
persons. Forgiveness frees us of the burden and frees the other as well. 
 

Mary Higgins led ongoing formation on Chapter 37 of our text To Live as Francis Lived. Discussion 
centered on what it means to do justice. Mary shared some organizations in the Archdiocese that work 
for justice.  
 

In our business meeting, our secretary reported that she will take reservations for the fraternities who 
will attend the Day of Reflection. Treasurer David Keymer reported a $2179 beginning balance. He sent 
$1260 Fair Share to the Region and deposited $935 of January meeting donations, leaving a $1854 ending 
balance. Bonnie Unzen moved that our Fraternity send a donation of $200 to Catholic Relief Services for 
Syria/Turkey earthquake relief. Motion was seconded, voted on and carried. It was decided to 
compensate Dick Rice, the speaker at the March Day of Recollection, $100 and give $50 to Dn. Bob 
Wagner for arranging the guest speaker and the music to accompany.                                                                                                                                                       
 

Formation director Wendy asked for leaders to help facilitate orientation classes. Mary Ann, Ed, Peter, 
and Paula volunteered. St. Clare Lenten booklets were distributed. A new prayer format has been tried 
during the past three months, using the Franciscan Gospel Sharing. Members agreed that they like it.                                                                                     
 

A number of ideas were presented and discussed.  The Franciscan Retreats Garden Party will be held 
July 9. Our fraternity members will help and hold a brief fraternity meeting after cleanup to replace the 
July 16 meeting. Queen of Peace Region has asked our fraternity to host the Regional Fall Gathering in 
2024, along with St. John Paul II Fraternity of Waseca. The Council decided to accept the request. Mary 
called our attention to Tau Centenaries, the 800th anniversary of 5 significant events in the life of St. 
Francis to be celebrated each year between 2023 and 2026 by local, regional and national fraternities 
 

Franciscan Retreats plans to host a retreat for families in October. Our fraternity will help as needed. 
Muirin Rene Peterson, liaison to the unhoused, will be invited to speak at our August fraternity meeting. 
Cindy is exploring the possibility of a bus trip to the mother house of OLC Province at Mount St. 
Francis, IN and to the shrine of OLC at Carey, OH. This trip could be offered to our fraternity members, 
other seculars and retreatants. Cindy designed a questionnaire to assess interest and members 
responded. Cindy will report the results and offer suggestions for the trip. Mary closed the meeting with 
the Closing Prayer for Fraternity meetings from the Ritual Book. 
 

Bonnie and David served treats. Our next meeting is our Day of Reflection on March 26.                            
 

Submitted by Paula Spranger, Secretary               (There are no March fraternity birthdays.) 
 

 
Simplify…Clutter, clutter, everywhere, what’s a Franciscan to do? 
 

I don’t know about you but living in the same place for a long time (29 years) is a dangerous thing. So 
are loving books and being so busy that you just move from one thing to the next, accumulating more 
and more as you go. This Lent I decided to declutter. I’m getting rid of 40 plus things I no longer need 
and will make no new purchases. I hope that’s just the start. I’m also clearing my mind to open more 
time for prayer and reflection. That means no online news or Facebook, ditch the crossword puzzles 
and Wordle for now, and decide what books and resources I MOST will benefit from this Lent. 

Maybe you’re super organized and living very simply already. If so, kudos to you! If not, I invite you to 
join me in trying. Every little bit helps when we’re striving to make more room for God.                                                                                                       
 

Mary Higgins, Minister  

Keeping in touch... 



 

                                                                                                                              
        
 


